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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2003–04 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1201

Introduced by Assembly Member Berg

February 21, 2003

An act to add Section 14133.17 to the Welfare and Institutions Code,
relating to Medi-Cal.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1201, as introduced, Berg. Medi-Cal: neonatal services.
Existing law provides for the Medi-Cal program, which is

administered by the State Department of Health Services under the
direction of the Director of Health Services, pursuant to which medical
benefits are provided to public assistance recipients and certain other
low-income persons.

Existing law specifies various benefits that may be provided under
the Medi-Cal program, and includes inpatient hospital services as a
covered benefit, subject to utilization controls, that include prior
authorization for services.

This bill would authorize the director to eliminate the requirement for
prior authorization for services delivered in a neonatal intensive care
setting of a general acute care hospital for Medi-Cal fee-for-service
beneficiaries, after a determination of cost-benefits.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 14133.17 is added to the Welfare and
Institutions Code, to read:
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14133.17. The director may, after a determination of
cost-benefit, eliminate the requirement of prior authorization for
services delivered in a neonatal intensive care setting of a general
acute care hospital for Medi-Cal fee-for-service beneficiaries.
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